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PART V
THE ACCIDENT

The flight of four sircraft, F3IY;1 s BD-1,
8P photo aircraft was scheduled for a PI0 phot
aircreft to be photographed conducted the bric ' g
form VFP-61, '

The flight departed, NAAS E1 Centro,
in the followirg crder:

LT_— i-’ilc‘. of FAD-1

ITJG - Pllot of FJ-4B

L1JC Pilot of ALD-1

- Pilot of F8U.]

Tho rordop vo'\s was accomplished «

3 (" on course to 25,000 feet, The first forma!
~ 3.‘ " FO-, .D'-le)dir.g, the AAD-1
‘;ﬂn_nn the port wing, ar

ws (5). 7
One ptbto girsralt ws rlorm

The ‘other photo riccraft ;~a’tioned himself
4 %

L - Aerticsl photor-iits. '

At the comgpletiza of the run porth in ¢ )

of tbo P_'.D-ﬂ. prerti the 1,:.3‘ ts “he ALI‘;Aanj !
formed 4n & left e-helon in the folliwicg oréw
#A 0 /‘ thea %ne FOU-1, See cnclosuwre (©




During the change of formstion, the F4) and the
afreraft ssparated and the FLD comrenced & high "0
After completion of the roll and beforc antoring

z
The ejecticn avj eared rorral to observers and

22,000 fret, Apr-oximiiely ten sevonds wafter e
pluved and appesred mermcl. The pilot of the F8U |
until it hit the srowd, et wvhich time he Jost sight
Janded in the Josim Tree Natlonal Monument, beariry
w,.(‘-llfhh‘.r. rt EN clemiiovz of 4,100 feet.
\'Wte'-_) ta> t2d o7 half miles north of thay
.

)} NBAS Bl Cortre ms motified on guard chan:

.
erpter \-t disnetobad ta the scene of the erast
the pilgt wns locrted,

' The pilo® wae founi %o be
 sdministersa. 4 relfio mall to
': doctor atbard, “rcug'it medicel

s Tae 'p.{hr_‘rc =eturnad %o

e BIR s aniy s2IgHtLy domeged end eftic
o of ;.ho;pheo. macs An '-unm;ar.‘.’ 3 lan
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B.RT VII
THE INVESTIGAT 10}

The ipvestigetion of the accident cover
le The Pilots
2+ The Afireralt

3, The Flight Schdduls-

4Le The Briefing
5¢ The Flight
6o :Tbe Collision
7o The Ejection eng Desccnt
8+ Crash Locstion
9¢ The Parachute
16. The Ejection Seat
11¢ Pilot's Inhury
1. The Pilots
ﬂ'_s:;, was designat

March 1956 after grodusting from the Neval dcacdony

~ tour h an .n weather fighter sjuadron fl7ing
p” o WestPac @ulsos In July of 19% b wo.r

““‘ as an w in the.all weather

He

ﬁpm ——

mental stress




wo [ v, o cosieoe
Wl :
in Sutober after completing flight training ss

:f\o_»-_,
3 'w.‘ He# one towr in fishter squadron flying FJ-3

"5 hemade s WestPsc eruise. In June 1957 he was transford

&y

IS

! assigned as a flight instructor in the air to air gunner

o A53 ¢
eompletion of eyllsbus and instructor trainings He had 379

5 $33, 8. hours in the FJ«4 and this was his first flight

_had a total of 1159.3 howrs of military flyi

HO was & quplified flight, leader.
On the night prior to the accident, LTJ - t

-

: ‘_Jml sleep. H e ate no breekfast the following mor

>

-

mal for LTN- He @14 however

. problems that soould be conaddered abnormal
. gpect.

2« The Adreraft
I'qul Bullo 134796 wes reccived by FAGUPLC
a. Bar El sgnnno (4nterim Tework), VFe213, FAWT'I
M m)o Since agceptance at BAGU the alrcr
3.5 howrs p-su- to the accident with the followin
0 m 199. pitch trigper out, rchlos.d pitoh t
3 | M.Mt.rn—r out, peplaced piteh ¢

*9 13 Bovembor with no £t

% wimu on the 24th of July 1957

n wes o lst in'.nnmdiuto




w a-pm..d on 6 ‘lovnrber 3958 and hag no hist
Mandu. @
3. The nigh‘t Schedule
‘ -
_The flight schedule for 12 November 1957,

» m‘u'nm of one eech of FiD=l, M4D«2, FBU.] on

1llustrato e Wery thet was to be r@ sod

e Mm&wirmn'oo{ eke-off .
. W was %o ’o flown, bectuse the pravic
M satisfectory. LT -ms the only
previously scheduled photo hop. The flight

- I (e, ) C [EnE O I8

m of the piloto were qualified flicht instr.c

4e The &"ietlm
' ; L?-boou- the flight ; dor for +the
s m*ﬂpnot oftho four hot MNov in ti
& ih -du- officer of the flight. Lftor = groly
” '-(Pln) phould leed the diamond f
: &m uu.,pu LTJG-on hds loft i
int The I
l_o W noeded and then the “iicht .
,_lnbhﬁ. peholon. Tho cricr
Birepart first end progressis
ﬂwh- -
?. mot discussod in the btriefe

8 one Photo Pilet would




’

na S the ALD -ud the other Photo Pilot would pick i3

“m w Th. section remaining would keép th
" then they Nﬂd be picked yp for individusl shots.
return to NALS El Centro individually.

»

5 Th.night
The flight rendegvoused over the i
" Station gt which time thgy formed = diamond forvati
£1ight took up & heading of 310 while the Flot
selves for the pictures of the diamond forrs
‘:h Tinal picture e transrission wes mad

ifying that the flight mey ewitch formatic:

echdlon.
I.T-nt"ttx’ that he was pulling

- u‘n-naud that he had the load

pulled uwp in ordor to nllew LT-to pass
ll-‘n-pun w in bis left rear view mirror.
made by either pilot. LTJG-lcs‘. sient o 1 [ -
m (R0 () (O) PSRN ) (O)  ERE .
*m. It should be noted that the rear view mirro:
‘uh mirrors.

i mmmhuneuu RIGH

, outboard win~ pz‘.ncl of the Fi4B.

'- R d left imbedded on right side.
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of the Fi-4B's fluah rivets, o

VRN LR T

indicates that motion was from right
oubbourd elevoh of tho FAD ¢ontacted 4

NedB with an impect that tor

T ——

the jeft. The 1#0& on the elevon wag betw

slevon wing tip. This outer port jon fron

ving tip separated from the FAD or

R i Vo

from the FJ-4B and commenced a fol
folded and broke awvay from the
and crashed on a heading of
degrees as noted on th

Damage to the FJ-

-

lower skin of the port wing,

in diameter, six inches forww

puntured the internal wing fu

pylon and »18 inches of the f
was & dent approximately 3/€
“Jower surface of the left outboard win

7+ The Ejection and Descent




The

Naval Par

and to furnish techin

1)

a o
4 WAL

It appears that there are no finite nur

chute sinkrates, and time to reach t

10,000 feetq Bowver, cartain limits

~

3 —; the purpose of deternini:: the ebov

‘M hm‘,’ vere consu tod, Sore of th

at ]" lltﬁ-ﬂco and thun om‘-xoomted to i

m are prisarily based on theory.

1 hmw.o. time, larce
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The Cresh location
’ The FAD crashed in & high plot
Tree National Park, 15 miles south of 29 |
scattered over approxmetely » quarter of
T‘he filot wes found approximately 2 t

laying upon his perachute,

< sxtreme pain and was given a shot of
' -allod another helicopter the
| was then flown back to NAAS El Centro.
two mides pouth of the crash,
The P4D right outbperd wing
the forwerd portion of the FJ-LB hor

~walve and the outboard portion of

‘9% Iﬂ.lbl‘ sotkheast of the crash sco:
! »

9 The Parschute

ﬁ
Sxapination of the perachute found it

‘~'r. ho There were five or six very small holes Iir
7& &Mutuw when the chute was gathered |

v' l -
N

‘!‘ - .Whﬁmmunnmbburr.on’h
- u “"dﬂaﬂthmnﬂbbums,tor;--ﬂ
D“Mmammmmws‘r gair
' ”"mulpﬂaﬂl&ﬁ-e opense The
Mw&tbhnogyvfwr the

- n-n
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!
&t the instant the canopy opens the 1line
* portion of the canopy that they are
is extreme damsge., Numerous pictures
at the Naval Parachute Unit "4.:.‘.
A twist may occur when t}
‘ fuisted in the middle,
twisted will receive rub burns
High-low pressures r
This is due t:vrlsa-.-y parachut
conds there will be some oscill ¢
in the direction of escill

which you came, Often times th

_ Girection of oscdllation revers

pressire. and the area that wes
Static wlectricity
parachu‘ fouling. However

electricity will be a stréaming ch

The Ejection Seat

4 thorough examinetion aisclo:

The autopatic lap belt opener 7
ot to leeve the sent,




The sutomatic chute opene prming
position with the "D¥ f‘W
au} *"loliypop® pll intact, PMurther
arming cable is pulled at
" the *Lollypop® will not
which will illustrate
disconhect is shown in a
in some trials of this
the 11! belt iiself,

chute ppener operated |

The reeceptacle
the ejection seat, This :
and a lanyard is attach
lateh the D-501 as the
the receptacle to b torn off
I@ has been found ¢

angleg with respect to gravity

fall together. In the cvent

imity of one another.

1. The Filot Injury




The aceddent occured at app:
ter frén NALS El Centro departe
Flight Surgoon had been sent
await’ the other pilot,
orash at 1;:“. and fou
Seocause t!

aboard an Alr Poroc

Centro wherc ho wns

» Balboa Hospital San D

vaen 1 (IR
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. RESUME OF PILOTS EXPERIE'CE
| Ca—
2 Designated a Naval Aviater 20 Marci
2, Reported Fasfon 17 in April
JD=1
3, Reported VP14l Jume 1950,
Fl=3
FPH-3

wWa?

F3D=2T
iD=l
4e Reported PAGUPAC july 1998,
FLD-1
SNB=5
!.'I'JG_
1. Designated a Naval Av
% Reported VF<63 July I
FOF=L
Fl-3

T2

3, Reported MGUPAC July 1957.
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